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Saturday October 3rd 
1100am - 930pm 


State University of West Georgia 
(Love Valley Field) In Carrollton, GA 


Price: $16.50 per 


$14.50 for groups of 10 or more then receive 2 free tix 


$19.50 day of show 


Charge: 800.521.0290 Visa/MC 


Mail: Fall Quest 
PO Box 396 


Winston, GA 30187-0396 


FOR MORE INFO 
f 770.920.5984 
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~ Call 1-888-854-SF76 


for phat merch: — 
~Www.soulfood76.com 
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3023 W. Northside Drive, Jackson, MS 39213 


Distributed by Malaco, Christian Distribution 
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Sweet Masg\ Lotel go waortlly though 
7 leves enough bands out there yOu guys 
can cover. Do an article on St arfhver 
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- BARON 


We reserve the right to edit letters for space, clarity and 
because it drives some readers nuts. Send to 7ball Feedback, 
2525-C Lebanon Pike, Box 6, Nashville, TN 37214. Email us at 
[7ball©7ball.com]. Send subscription questions to [subscrip- 
tionsO7ball.com]. Send indie materials to Dale Wilstermann at 
the same mailing address. 
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A few weeks ago, I decided to 
give up secular music and my non- 
Christian teen magazines. Only two 
weeks later (or less) my mom came 
home with a 7ball mag and GAS 
Collector’s CD. What a blessing for 
someone who had just thrown away 
more than $36 worth of secular music 
and magazines! My mom is going to 
subscribe to 7ball and I just wanted to 
thank you for your wonderful ministry. 

Christa E. Smith 
via the Internet 


As always, I was thrilled to see the 
latest issue of 7ball at my local 
Christian bookstore. I thought that the 
way you handled the letter from the 
reader who wanted to implement his 
ratings system was very appropriate. 
Just because you do not understand 
how a lyric applies to your life doesn’t 
mean no one else can relate to it. If you 
have faith in God, you can trust He will 
deal with those bands who claim to be 
Christian and are not; at the same time, 
He has not called all of us to do things 
the same way. Some are called to plant 
seed, some to water and fertilize, some 
to harvest. How can we expect to win 
the world when we spend most of our 
time infighting amongst ourselves? 

W. Daniel Ryan 

Director, On A Mission Ministries 

via the Internet 


Inspired by the letter from Jerry 
Hanel [#19, July/Aug], I want a rating 
system that will determine the heart of 
each person on the pen pal list. After 
some time, thought, prayer, Scripture 
(Acts 10:9-20; 1 Samuel 16:6,7)—and 
using, of course, the new PHARISEE-O- 
METER (patent pending), that you so 
rightly called it—I have created that 
system. I would like to rate each pen 
pal nominee you receive and send it 
back to you with my findings, as a way 
to inform your readers if a candidate is 
“safe” to write to or not. 

Unlike some people, I ask for nothing 
in return. I enjoy supporting your min- 
istry. My system is call the HEART-O- 
METER (patent pending). 

—Steve Ptasznik 
Fountain Valley, CA 


I was replying to John C. Lyon’s letter 
[#18 May\June]. I thought what he said 
was very encouraging, since I go toa 
Southern Baptist school. One of my 
favorite songs is "Stomp" from God’s 
Property. If my principal knew I was 

listening to that kind of music I 


would be expelled. Thanks for the 
encouragement, John. Keep up the good 
work 7ball and peace! 

Zachary Grubb 

via the Internet 


[We don‘ even listen to that kind of 
music. We almost didn‘ print your let- 
ter.] 


I really appreciate that you took the 
time to notice the 
special effort The 
Insyderz put forth 
in preaching the 
Gospel [#17, 
March/April]. They 
really try to share 
personal experiences 
and testimonies that 
not only spark inter- 
est, but also teach 
lessons about our 
everyday Christian 
walk. I 
hope future 5 
issues of 


[You caught us—since we were 
also working on a separate story on 
Brainwash Projects, we trimmed their 
appearance in “The [Rap] Report” and 
inadvertently left the photo in. Look for 
them to appear in 7ball—with words 
and everything—very soon.] 


I just got back from Cornerstone. 
The way people dress gets worse and 
worse. I see three reasons people dress 
this way (these are generalizations, of 
course): 1) They are trying to 
stand out (this lies in the face of 
Paul’s directives in 1 Timothy 2:9, 

10 instructing women—and I 

believe it is applicable for men, 

too—to dress in a way that does 

not seek attention); 2) They 

dress like this to fit in (this is not all 

bad; we need to assimilate into a cul- 

ture in which we are going to spread 

God’s word, but there is a balance—we 

also need to do things to stand apart 
from pagan culture like 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego did in Daniel 


7ball con- 


=e 1); 3) Some people dress like 


sea vi 
tinue to this for vebellion’s sake 


stress the 
importance of the Gospel in 
today’s Christian music. 
Makia Lenea Singleton 
Gahanna, OH 


You guys at 7ball have no 
idea how grateful the hip-hop 
heads like myself are for your 
article in the July/August issue 
[The [Rap] Report’). Praise 
God for you guys not abandon- 
ing us like everyone else has. 
This will be a big year for 
Christian hip-hop—Jesus is 
gonna shake the whole game, Christian 
and secular! 

Aaron Dove 

via the Internet 
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In this “Rap Report” ... you included a 
picture of Brainwash Projects, but not a 
word was mentioned. I’ve been waiting 
for 
their 
album 
for 4 
years. 

I liked 
the 
tidbit 
of rap 
in your magazine. Will there be more? 
Bob 
via the Internet 


(rebellion is a sin). I’m not 
saying that dressing that 
way is a sin. Some of the 
motives may be sinful. Most 
are foolish. Some are good. I 
only write this to challenge 
people to ask themselves 
why they dress the way 
they do. Is it to glorify 
God? 

Shannon Caroland 

St. John’s, MI 


[Please refrain from 
referring to the Hebrew 
children, Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah, by their pagan, Babylonian 
names.] 


I read your magazine all the 
time. I have never seen an inter- 
view with my favorite band, Value 
Pac. There is another band I love 
that I don’t think you 
have ever done an inter- 
view with, P.O.D. Maybe 
you could think about doing 
some interviews with them. 
Jordan Cook 
London, Ontario, Canada 


[Jordan, Value Pac and 
P.O.D. both appeared in 7ball #14, 
Sept/Oct ‘97. For back issues, call Kyle 
or Joe at (800) 352-7ball or email 


(Gsubscriptions@7ball.com).] 


I'm writing in response to two letters 
you published on the subject of piercing. 
I'd just like to say that no one is going 
to go to Hell for having a nose ring; 
piercing is not a sin. Several Bible verses 
mention piercing (Genesis 24:22, Exodus 
32:2, Isaiah 3:19&24, and Ezekiel 16:12) 
and none of them say (or imply) that 
piercing is wicked or sinful. As 
Christians, we should not judge others 


challenge 
people to 
# find out 
if something is truly wrong and sinful 
before they pass judgement. 
Emily 
via the Internet 


A bit too much lately, on the website 
and in your editorial pages, there’s been 
a snide “we're cool and you're not” atti- 
tude. To some degree, I guess that atti- 
tude is an integral part of “being cool,” 
but please. Over the last 10-20 years 
(yes, I’m over 30), I’ve seen enough 
publications similar to yours come and 
go for various reasons. Now that we've 
found you, it would be a shame if the 
blessing that has been upon your min- 

istry were lifted due to 
= a smug “we've got a 
magazine and you 
ij don't” spirit. Here’s 
hopin’ you have many 
| years of continued suc- 
| cess. 
Darrell Olling 
via the Internet 


; Your magazine is the 
bomb! I love your arti- 
cles and your sarcastic 
remarks about the let- 
ters you receive. 
Theyre hilarious! 
Travis TenBrink 
via the Internet 


The answers you give 
to the letters in the magazine are hilari- 
ous. We enjoy them oh so much. We 
love the way you rip on people and lower 
their self-esteem. If you put this letter 
in will you please be really mean and 
make us feel like an ant squashed 
beneath your feet. 

Katy, Jesse, Allie 
via the Internet 


Your mag rocks to the 3rd 
Degree. I practically fell when I got the 
awesome Creation “98 7ball package 


[Uh ... not quite sure how to bands. 


answer that.] Brad 
via the Internet 


The guy who writes the stuff in 
brackets is groovy. Can he write some- 
thing by my 
comment? 
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Thanks. .* : ; ve =| kinds of bands is great. I just 


Neuman N 
Baden, 
Ontario 


[Yucca: A 
flowering 
plant that is 
related to 
the lily but is much larger.] 


Many of my friends like ska and like 
the Christian bands but get tired of lis- 
tening to my two Christian ska CDs. I 
need to know more! I enjoyed the 
remarks on jalapenos, awesome on 
pizza, and the parts about Spider Man, 
The Tick, and Captain America. 

Bill Brooks 

via the Internet 


In the May/June 7ball, someone asked 
if you could talk about some other ska 
bands in the Christian music scene, to 

which you responded 
“um ... no.” Because 
of you, people hear 
so much about three 
bands (Supertones, 
Insyderz, and FIF) 
they get sick of them. 
Don’t be so narrow- 
minded. 

Andy 

via the Internet 


[Weevil: A special 
kind of beetle with a 
beak. Some are pests 
and some are useful.] 


Hey, I just want to 
say your magazine is 
great. I love how you keep 
getting more and more 
ska-ish! Keep putting FIF 
in there as often as possi- 
ble, cause they rock! Also, 


wanted to tell you that I think 
you guys are good at what you 
do and I bet this magazine is 
going to be around for a long 
time. 

Elizabeth Fischer 

Wausau, WI 


If it weren't for your magazine I 
wouldn't have had the chance to show 
my friends the fun side of Christians 
that can rock. Thanks for not watering 
down the 
message to 
be popular, 
but staying 
true to your- 
selves. 7ball, 
keep up the 
great work. 

David 

Highland, IL 


Please do something on techno! I lis- 
ten to techno all the time and so do all 
of my friends. I like punk rock, ska, and 
other things, but I love techno the 
most. 

Bets Rowan 

via the Internet 


I picked up your maga- 
zine simply for the GAS 
Collection CD, but I really 
ended up enjoying the 
mag. You are good at 
covering not only some 
[well-known] bands, but 
some not so well-known bands. I like 
that. Keep up the good work! 

Kristin Sporleder 

via the Internet 


I was going 
to write a long 


your critiques, 


deal ... and that's not all (1 sound like a 
salesman)—I got the incredible 7ball 
beach ball, which provided entertain- 
ment for me and my homey Chris while 
waiting for the next band to emerge on 
The Fringe Stage at Creation. I just 
want to simply spew towards the whole 
crew at 7ball that your mag is insane 
(take insane in a positive way 
as much as you can) and I’m 
#1 going to subscribe to your 
mag. Your GAS Collection 
CDs alone are worth it—I 
get to hear, see, taste and 
smell a wholesome diversity 
of Christian tunes. Keep it 
fresh! 
Dave Casty 
via the Internet 


Just wanted to say a word: Monthly. 
Joel 
via the Internet 


I’ve noticed 
that you 


rarely (if ever) J 


give bad 


reviews on the iim 


bands. I have 
a hard time 
believing 


everything out fam 


there is actu- 

ally good. I want opinions ... not some 
half-baked approval. If you don’t want 
to (tactfully) criticize fellow Christians, 
then don’t include “reviews,” include the 
band’s “self-descriptions.” 

Jey P. Tullius 

via the Internet 


My brother gets your magazine, so 
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the readers response is but I decided, when he does, I [read it]. Well, some / 
nice and big, I like that. A (Um... no.) music you talk about seems like it’s not i 
Joe Aemmer J.R. Dollins even Christian. And I thought your 
via the Internet via the Internet magazine will be about helping teens, 
not all about music! When are you ever 
I just picked up a copy of the latest [Flageolet: A musical instrument that really going to talk about God! 
issue, and I had a idea. You guys need belongs to the flute family. It is played Missy a 
to put guitar tabs in them. It’s hard to by blowing into a whistle type of via the Internet — - ed | 
find tabs to Christian (alternative) mouthpiece.] aS 
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The article on Tooth & Nail was 
great. I’m glad to see them get the 
recognition they deserve. 

Kevin 
via the Internet 


s 


I was greatly sur- 
prised to see The 
Lilith Fair mentioned 
in a positive light 
(Reviews, #19 
May/June “98). The 
enclosed literature 
you may find some- 
what shocking or 
offensive, I hope! I 
am sure after read- 
ing this material you 
will realize The Lilith 
Fair really is a pagan 
music festival. 
Please pass this 
information on to Mr. Newcomb so he 
will know what is going on for future 
articles. 

Alan 

Boise, ID 
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People can be so sen- 
sitive. This dude wrote 
in complaining that you 
cut out Jamie instead of 
Conrad in the picture of 
Ghoti Hook. I say, “Who 
cares.” Let people screw 
up sometimes. I mean, we're all human. 
I should be really mad since Ghoti Hook 
is my favorite band, but I’m not. The 
article rocked hardcore. I also want to 
give you props on the GAS Collection 
CDs. Thanks for putting 
Outer Circle on the last one; 
they rock. 

Bryan Davis 

via the Internet 


A while back you had an 
article about Joy Electric. 
Thank you so much; Joy 
Electric is my favorite band. 

Travis Wagner 

via the Internet 


I wanted to see if you 
would publish my letter. I 
bet most people are really 
writing for that reason (like 
the “yellow bus” kid, what 
was that all about?). I also 
wish people would stop complaining. 
You people do a great job—keep it up! 
Please decide to publish every month. 
And for all you envelope artists, you 
people are da bomb; I can’t draw like 
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that, which is why my letter will say 
“via the Internet” at the bottom. I 


expect some sassy little comment at the 
end of my letter in your next issue. 
Danno 
via the Internet 


[Goatsucker: From a family of more 
than 70 = 
different j 


kinds of , 2 eS Cz 
birds.] ree) T&M & 
Po. Bex 93548 

Why do @ Noshville, Tw sPlg 2 


low zens care 


the tours ae Sart 


you adver- 
tise never come out west? The only 
Christian concert I’ve ever seen was dc 
Talk, but I’ve seen countless non- 
Christian concerts in the all-ages clubs 
around the Seattle area. Without the 
help of 7ball, I never would have known 
that anything beyond dc Talk 
ever existed. 

Leigh Salzman 

Seattle, WA 


T'll try 
: % to keep 
onwageper wen! this short 
to save you some 
editing. [snip] 
Second, my friends 
read 7ball, too, but 
some are non- 
Christians. It would be cool if you had a 
little half-page about how to be saved. 
If they heard it from the magazine too 
something might click. [snip] Thanks 
and keep up the great work! 
Brian Hanka 
via the Internet 


I currently live in a place 
where the scene is not as 
1 involved as when I lived close 
# to Nashville. However, your 
7 magazine has helped me sur- 
vive the trying times of with- 
drawal. Thanks 7ball ... you're 
swell! 
Jon E. Haag 
via the Internet 


The envelopes that you have in 
the letters section, do people 
really draw those? I was just 
wondering because some of 
them are really good. 

Jared Johnson 
via the Internet 


[Again ... the team of Viennese spe- 
cialists.] 


I really liked the article on Ghoti 
Hook. Keep up the good work and don’t 
listen to all the people who give you a 
hard time. Thanks for a totally awesome 
modern music mag. 

Jeremiah L Nelson 
via the Internet 


I really liked the Danielson 


= =i Famile song on your CD this 


month but when I turned to the 
article to read about them I 
couldn't understand it. You kind 
? of rambled on about some three 
divisions thing that was really 
confusing. I read it three times 
and I still don’t get it. Please explain. 
Peter Kukis 
via the Internet 


[Diphtheria: The name of a disease 

caused by a bacterium that grows in 
the body. 
For a long 
time, it 
was seri- 
ous. Now 
there are 
injections. 
No one 

likes injections very much.] 


Your mag rawks. It’s good to see a 
mag that cares what the readers think! 
Your reviews are always truthful. And 
the history page is cool. It would really 
rock if ya wrote a full page article about 
ZAO or Training for Utopia. People need 
to know more about hardcore music and 
the message that is in it. 

Robert Owen 

via the Internet 


[Um... yes. Soon.] 


[Well, that’s all the space we have 
this issue. The answer to last issue’s 
quiz was “Every other Thursday.” 
Congrats to Molly Jones of Sludge Falls, 
Iowa for getting the winning answer to 
us first—enjoy those oranges!] 
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and many moree.-. 
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Bryan Baldwin 

28, Male 

Rt. 6 Box 253D 

Hendersonville, NC 28792 

Fave Bands: Supertones, Ghoti Hook, Slick 
Shoes 


Jen Harron 

19, Female 

Lee University Box 1750 

P.O. Box 3450 

Cleveland, TN 37320 

Fave Bands: Blaster the Rocketboy, Martin 
Smith, Roadside Monument 


Chastity Masters 

19, Female 

6260 South Menlo Ave. 

L.A., CA 90044 

Fave Bands: Living Sacrifice, Supertones, 
Five Iron Frenzy 


Amber Lynn Lee 

16, Female 

20 Hickory Drive 

E. Dubuque, IL 61025-9533 

Fave Bands: Jars of Clay, Jennifer Knapp, 
Audio Adrenaline 

Fave Festival: Atlanta Fest 


Jane Dodson 

16, Female 

414 N. Pershing 

Wichita, KS 67208 

Fave Bands: Value Pac, Blaster the 
Rocketboy, Five Iron Frenzy 


Travis Arnold 

16, Male 

114 Naramore Dr. 

Batavia, NY 14020 

Fave Bands: MXPX, 90 Pound Wuss, 
Insyderz 

Fave Festival: Kingdom Bound 


Jamie Clark 

15, Female 

395 W. 119th Street 
Clearwater, KS 67026 


Fave Bands: Jars of Clay, The Supertones, 


de Talk 


Justin Godfrey 
15, Male 
201 Palermo Dr. 


TOOTH & NAIL RECORDS 
SEND $1 FOR ‘98 CATALOG 

PO BOX 12698 SEATTLE WA 98105 
www.toothandnail.com 


Oroville, CA 95966 
Fave Bands: F17, Plankeye, Grammatrain 


Renae Babbit (aka Paige) 

15, Female 

1615 Ridgewood Street 

Deland, FL 32720 

Fave Bands: Switchfoot, Newsboys, Five 
Tron Frenzy 

Fave Festival: Atlanta Fest 


Katie Langston 

14, Female 

Address: 3225 Collins Blvd. 
Garland, TX 75044 

Fave Bands: de Talk, Alabama 
Fave Festival: Wild Flower Festival 


Rachel Goldman 

14, Female 

13603 Moss Glen Rd. 

Clifton, VA 20124 

Fave Bands: MXPX, Seven Day Jesus, 
Shaded Red 


9 the fashion focus 
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“From Dayton.With 
Love 


Maisie McGinnis 

12, Female 

18 Willowood Trail, Deland FL 32724 
Fave Bands: Newsboys, Seven Day Jesus, 
Rose Blossom Punch 

Fave Festival: Atlanta Fest 


Cameron McCasland 

16, male 

Email cammcc@juno.com 

Fave Bands: 7 Day Jesus, Big Tent Revival, 
Audio Adrenaline 

Fave Festival: Creation 98 at the Gorge in 
George 


To become pen pals with other 7ball read- 
ers, send your name, age, address, gender, 
your three favorite bands and your 
favorite festival. If you are under 18, you 
need to send a signed note from your par- 
ent or legal guardian releasing us to print 
your address. Mail your info to: 7ball Pen 
Pals, 2525-C Lebanon Pike, Box 6, 
Nashville, TN 37214. Fax us at (615) 872- 
9786. Email us at [7ball®7ball.com]. 
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THE CALL “Criminal” cadence 4:19 
(written by M. Been) © 1997 Michael Been Music, Inc., adm. by WB Music Corp. (ASCAP) 
To Heaven And Back is the first new project from The Call in eight years. 
Leader Michael Been says the album title reflects his experience of faith. 
“When I first converted, it felt I’d been transported to Heaven. But after a 
while, you learn that being a Christian is about life as a lover of God in the 
midst of the Earth—with all its ambiguities and hardships and trials.” 


13. Lil; RASHULL “Wonder Years” Grapetree 4:32 

(written by Lil’ Rasku 1997 GT Publishing/ Head Up Knees Low Publishing (BMI) : THE ELECTRICS “Party Goin’ On Upstairs” SaraBellum 3:06 

Houston vapper L ’ Raskull’s solo career was taking off when the Lord called (written by S. Horner) © 1998 For Coffee Music/ 5 Minute Walk Music (ASCAP) 

him. “God snatched me right out of the middle,” he says. “You would’ve thought The Electrics’ Sam Horner based “Party Goin’ On Upstairs” on the parable 

T had it going on but there was something pulling at my heart telling me I was where Jesus likens Heaven to a grand party. Heaven represents a reward for 

wrong and I couldn’t continue doing this.” The track “Wonder Years” comes the faithful—and hope for the hurting. “You don’t need to be a genius to look 

from the album Cross Bearing (Grapetree). around and see something’s wrong with our society,” he says. “But when He 
comes back again, justice be restored.” The song is on their latest album, 
Livin’ It Up When I Die (SaraBellum). 

QNEBO “climb A Tree” (unsigned) 5:08 >. SHILLET “Hey, You, I Love Your Soul” Ardent 6:59 
(written by E. Schrock and one80) © 1997 one80 music (written by J. Cooper) © 1998 Photon Music (BMI) 

The band one80, headquartered in suburban Philadelphia, counts buzz indie t, the cybernetic edge heard on Hey, You, I Love Your Soul (Arden 
bands Rainchildren and Jawbone Hill as neighbors. The song “Climb A Tree” was a natural progression from their melodic but high-octane rock ‘n’ roll. O 
comes from their self-titled indie EP, but don’t expect a whole indie record. thing that hasn't changed is the band leading audiences into praise & worshi 
“We'd rather get signed,” member Eric Schrock says. “Doing everything yourself moves powerfully during those times,” member John Cooper says. 
is very labor intensive. We'd like to upgrade.” For booking or other info, call ; 
0) 519-1253 or (610) 485-5139, } ;. SOULFOOD 76 “Get 1t Together” Freedom 3:23 
(written by D, Fairbanks) © 1998 Malaco Music/ Slick Jackson Pu ng (BMI) 

ONE HUNDRED DAYS “sandals” (unsigned) 5:37 The guys in Soulfood 76 handily stew together classic rock, country, rap and R&B 
(written by I. Tanner, A. Horrocks, T. Lind, D. McWaters) © 1998 TanRocks Tunes Publishing (SESAC) 4 with a groove, “I think we are lea ing the ‘60s and early ‘70s sound,” says mem- 
Regrouping after several setbacks, including the death of drummer Steve ; ber Daniel Fairbanks, “and we’re going toward a later ‘70s classic rock feel.” See 
Marsh, One Hundred Days have brought the music back in-house with the dark- the musical progress of the Seattle band on 8-Track (Freedom). 
er rock of their indie release, The Super Terrific Happy Hour. Check out “The 
Super Terrific Homepage” [www.golden.net/-tanrocks], for lyrics, unreleased 
tracks in Real Audio, chord charts and assorted tomfoolery. 
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(6 GAS Collections + 6 SODA Collections) 


12 total issues and 12 CDs 
XL Logo T-shirt 


Description 
6 issues plus 6 GAS CDs 
RELEASE only 6 issues plus 6 SODA CDs 


7ball only 
Note: For Canadian subscriptions or FirstClass mail upgrade (U.S. subscriptions), 


add $8 per magazine title to your payment. U.S. Funds only. 
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1s music. 


His words. 
His life. 
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photos, articles, and columns written 


A full-color limited edition collection of the best of Rich Mullins 
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PO. Box 148548 
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by Rich. To order, send $9.95 + $3.00 (for shipping and handling) to Rich Mullins Home. 


Nashville, TN 37214. For fastest service, call 1-800-545-6264. Limited quantity available. Please allow 2-4 weeks for del 
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_-it-s an all-Silage news page! 


road and my personal-p 
tem, I can’t tell you wh 


€hvis French, Edmondo, WA 
Brian C: Stump, Corpus Chri 
Tim Centa, Cedar Rapids, IA~ 
Kelli Gusler, Rocky Mount, VA 
Judd Birdsall, San Dimas, CA 
Sarah Barron, Oklahoma City, OK 
Bob Mitchell, Colton, CA 

Matt Reed, Orange Park, FL 

John Hopkins, Haven, KS 
Marguerite Rubano, New Hyde 
Park, NY 

Anne Adams, Albuquerque, NM~ 
Lucy Hutchinson, Tampa, FL 
Chloe Bennett, Seattle, WA 

Beth Franks, Antioch, TN 

Buddy Williams, Dallas, TX 


To add to the festivities her 
Damian & Andvea Horne. 
ebrated their first anniversary 
this past August 22! 


Be on the lookout for the soph 

Silage record, Vegas Car 

Chasers. The Gotee Bros-pro- 

duced album, which shows a 7 
funkified new direction for the 
boys, hits shelves mid September! . 


Thanks to Essential Records for 
holding the contest! 


Thanks also to those of you who 
d the Big Deal Banner 


shown from a stage to a large 
crowd, crayon on notebook pape 
probably wont hold up to the rig- 
ors of the tour. Just a thought. 


on tour now 


with special guest Scott Faircloff 


9/2 
9/3 
9/4 
9/5 
9/6 
9/7 
9/9 
9/10 
9/11 
9/12 


speaker cabinet design was hand-picked 
by the boys as their first choice. However, 
they liked several of the others enough to = 
take on the road with them, too. 


&. 


Send materials for 7ball 
news--Sildg or otherwise— 
t ine, 2525-C 
Lebanon Pike, ‘Box 6 
Nashville, TN 37214. Fax 
(615) 872-9786. Email 


[7ball@7ball.com] S ancaster, PA /The Worship Center : 
8/26 Newark, DE / Faith City Family Church 


/28 Maumee, OH /Yes FM 

29 Union, Nj/The Fire Escape : 

| Wexford, PA / Northway Christian ee Church e 
Chanute, KS/The Fire Escape : 


ngram band 


Lenexa, KS / Lenexa Christian Center 
St. Joseph, MQ/ Hastings Bookstore 
Carthage, MO / The Powerhouse 
Sapulpa, OK /Jehosephat's 


Oklahoma City, OK / Covenant Life Church 7 


Oklahoma City, OK / KOKF Radio Event — 
Amarillo, TX /Trinity Fellowship 
Albequerque, NM / Calvary Chapel 
Monument Valley, UT / High School 
Bakersfield, CA 


9/16 


9/19 


9/24 
9/25 


9/26 


10/2 


— 1073 


All dates subject to chan, ge. For tour info. 


in stores now 


Tucson, AZ / Canyen Del Oro Assembly of God 
Bakersfied, CA / Jam Festival @ Cal State Bakersfield 
Castro Valley, CA / Pryfogles Christian Books 

San Jose, CA/ Berean Bookstore 

San Jose, CA / Koinonia Koffeehouse 

Auburn, CA /Joshua’s Promise Bookstore AM 
Greenwood, CA/ Calvary Chapel PM _ 

Phoenix, AZ / Grand Canyon College 

Phoenix, AZ/ Grand Canyon College 


all Audience Records 615.385.1118 _ 


a ae 


Readers’ Picks 


On a SEPARATE SHEET of paper, tell us: | 


1) Your Favorite album released since 
last October 


2) Your Favorite version of the Bible 


3) What you considered the SINGLE 
WORST THING about that Godzilla movie 


It is acceptable to use a separate sheet of paper. 
Fax: (615) 872-9786. 
Mail: 7ball magazine Readers’ Picks, 2525-C Lebanon Pike, Box 6, Nashville, TN 37214. 


a 
One entry per person. All eligible entries must be postmarked by Friday, Nov. 6, 1998. 
: Email: 7balle7ball.com 
q 
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| THE ECHOING GREEN THE W'S | Ny THE ELECTRICS 
THE ECHOING GREEN FOURTH FROM THE LAST a LIVIN’ IT UP WHEN | DIE 
AVAILABLE NOW AVAILABLE NOW Bs : AVAILABLE NOW 


7ball magazine’s 3rd Annual 


| VARIOUS ARTISTS SHERRI YOUNGWARD FIVE IRON FRENZY 
| TAKE TIME TO LISTEN VOLUME 4 NO MORE GOOD-BYES QUANTITY IS JOB 1 
[i¢0698____{18 SONGS FoR ONLY 499) | 102038 11-03-98 


BRIEN OUINCY nNeWwcomB 


ong 7274. Com 25 
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ourselves. People are going to see in us what we are pas- 
sionate about, and hopefully that is God and Jesus. We're 
not going out there with all the answers, and just hitting 
people over the head with them.” 

“We're as happy when someone comes out to see us just 


open places. The slow—building layered sounds is where the 
rhythm grows like the beating of a hundred thousand hearts 
in unison. Think of the more airy, atmospheric rock of U2 or 
the slower, lengthy pieces of Pink Floyd moving toward an 
anthemic chorus, often 


because they like the music as we are when someone comes out because they like the fact that in worship to the God 
we're Christians,” states Jupp, in a matter—of—fact tone. “Sometimes the Christians may not care _ of all creation. 

as much about the music. We’re happy though, when people spend the evening in that kind of “We do want to play in 
environment, and have a good night out and enjoy themselves, and hopefully they'll find out a little stadiums,” says Jupp. 


bit more about God's love for them.” 


“W/e envision ourselves 


“We want our music to be played for everyone, inside the Church and outside of it,” says Martin. playing for vast num- 
Delirious emphasizes that one of the attractions of signing to Sparrow for distribution in the U.S. bers of people. We 
is the possibility of joining DC Talk and the Newsboys in getting picked up by Virgin Records for believe a lot of these 


mainstream distribution. 


songs belong in that 


This ambition lays behind lyrics like: I’m gonna be a history maker in this land/ I’m gonna bea larger venue.” 
speaker of truth to all mankind. If that sounds like naive optimism, you should know it is an hon- “T think that the best 


est reflection of how Delirious thinks of its mission. “We 
really feel 

like we 

can 

change 

history,” 

affirms 


gigs we've had have 


Martin. WLULU.DELIRIOUS.NET 


“What 
Delirious 
is about is 
invading 
the cul- 
ture, 
grabbing 
it by the 
scruff of 
the neck 
and say- 
ing, We're 
here to 
stay. At 
the heart 
of it, we 
want to 
create an 
environ- 
ment 
where God 
can come 
and meet 
people 
and peo- 
ple can 
come and 
meet God. 
“We 
want to 
have an 
influence on the church, but we also want to touch ordinary 
people. A word like worship means very little to someone 
who knows nothing about church. We want to let people 
know there’s a man who came 2000 years ago and He can 
bring you hope. We hope whatever place we go, in whatever 
environment, we can bring God into that place.” 
Thus, Delirious music is by design the music of large, wide 
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been in the bigger environments,” adds Smith. 

As our time came to an end, the idea took hold that a 
Christian worship band modeled after U2 had more to do 
with the bold, outgoing stance and vision of conquering the 
world than the actual musical similarities. Either way, we'll 
soon see whether or not Delirious is even better than the 
real thing. 


the album we’ve been waiting for is finally here. 


available now. 


av" 
hs ¥ 


RECORDS 


by James Stewart 


EMMAUS 


One band that has certainly come up against Touring can be a good way of building a fanbase; if 
many of the problems that face U.K. bands is Emmaus’ email list is arene to go by, their world tour 


a number of record 
companies but were 
reluctant to sign with 
mainstream labels, Another band receiving much 
feeling they couldn't mainstream attention is Halcyon 
trust many of the peo= —DaysFormed four years ago at 
i}. ple they would have to Queen’s University, Belfast, the 
Work with, and with band s latest, A/kaline Times, 
British Christian labels earned them positive write-ups i 
because their size __ various publications. Combin 
would limit the band in their earlier stadium r roc. 
many ways. - with more modern | 
____ The band has influences in th 
: instead signed with ( 
_ Essential in the U.S., 


es seems odd to describe a Christian —__ 

as having a “cult” following, but that is s 

xactly what Dan Donovan has. Back at the start of | 

he decade, Dan’s band Tribe"OF Dan seemed poised 
on the brink of mainstream success, until he decid- — 

ed it was time to move into more acoustic waters. 

— deciding the ownership After several years touring as a solo artist and the — 
of most Christian release of three eritically—acclaimed albums, the — 
labels in the States band has distribu- Tribe has re-formed with an excellent new album, 
mainstream companies tion to Christian bookshops §_—sS*The Beotus 
will give them a 


gh ICC Records and so far sorigweiting hac developed o over his time as a solo. J 
independence does not - artist, but the passionate songs with intricate —_— 
seem to have hurt them. The. _—s metaphors, and the occasional spoken-word vocals 
Halcyons are hoping to tourthe — remain. While the last album had U.S. distribution, 
USA at some point, butthere are —_—‘ this one currently has no such arrangement. The 
no current plans. a effort it will take to find is es however. 


— | 


“British Christian 


= _ lights. 2 


c Fealities of 
British scene. 
me would even 


go as far as to 
argue that there is 


no such thing as a 


music scene.” 
While Christian 
music in the States 


there is no such 
thing as Christian 
music here. A num- 
ber of bands have 
found ways to build 
a fan-base, many 
of them making 


_ frequent forays into 


mainstream venues 
and recording inde- 
pendently. They 
usually have to 


work full-time in 
other occupations — 
to survive; itisa _ 
labor of love to _ 
persist in the music 


they feel they 


should be making. 
_Thesefivebands 
_ are a good repre- — 


sentation of the 
scene, and are 
some of its leading 


“James Stewart is a U.K. b alist. More informe 


1e Britlinks [www.b, 


vocal and guitar styling that is... 


“If I were to think of a 
list of artists in my life 
that have influenced me, 
there’s a good chance 
Phil Keaggy would be at 

the top of that list.” 
- Perter Furter / 
Newsboys 


“Phil Keaggy has 
influenced us as musicians 
and as Christians.” 

- Audio Adrenaline 


“Phil Keaggy is a rare 
star that gives glimpse 
of all the glorious 
wonders of our 
Heavenly Father” 

- Jennifer Knapp 


12 New songs featuring the incomparable 


RE PHIL 


What would your 
mother say if she 
knew you had this 
guy do your CD’s? 


Christian Compact Disc. 
Good people, great service 


CMISTAN COMPACTS 4 


1.800.810.3472 
www.ccdisc.com 
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has, until 


by a majori- 


hat should 


Blindside, a super- 
charged 
hardcore/rap four- 
some, a band that 
has taken not only 
America’s hardcore 
scene, but the blos- 
soming one in 
Sweden, by storm. 
“There's a huge 
hardcore scene in a 


town called Umea, “guitarist Simon 
Grenehed explains. “There's a lot of 
great hardcore bands from there.” 
Formed fall 1994 by Grenehed, 
vocalist Christian Lindskog, bass play- 
er Tomas Noslund and drummer 
Marcus Dahlstrom, the band rose 
from the suburbs of Stockholm to play 
numerous shows around their town. 
Originally called Underfree, they 
changed their name to Blindside and 
recorded their first real demo at 
Musikhuset studios in 1996. 
“Musically we were somewhere 
between Rage 
Against The 
Machine and 
Pantera,” 
Lindskog reveals. 
“Since then, the 
band has devel- 
oped into some 
kind of melodic 
hardcore style.” 
The eponymous 
four-song demo 
caught the atten- 
tion of a new 
label called Day- 
Glo Records. Soon, 
they were record- 
ing their debut 
album at TVinter 
studios, under the 
production hand 
of Lars Morton. 
Soon after, the 
attention of Tooth 
and Nail Records 
was caught when 
label head 
Brandon Ebel was handed a copy of 
their self-titled Day-Glo debut at a 
festival. He immediately signed them 
for a licensing deal and Blindside 
became the latest in a proud tradition 
of hardcore bands who utilize rap- 
style vocals (such as P.O.D., E.D.L., and 
Project 86). 
Their American debut was the 
inclusion of the song “Nerve” on 
Tooth And Nail’s Songs From The 
Penalty Box hardcore/punk compila- 
tion. Soon, Blindside’s self-titled 
record on Day-Glo was re-released 
to an American audience. 
Describing Blindside’s sound is diffi- 
cult. The muscular rhythm section of 
Noslund and Dahlstrom nails 
Grenehed’s aggressive guitar 
onslaught to the ground, while 
Lindskog turns in what may very well 
be one of the most versatile and 
impressive vocal performances heard 


this year. Lindskog raps, sings and screams at a fever 
pitch matched only by Korn’s Jonathan Davies for emo- 
tional impact and unharnessed rage. Whether he’s 
screaming Start the motor, let the engine spin in the ear- 
pummeling album opener “Invert” or desperately trying to 
sputter out the line I can take every drop of your spit in 
an attempt to keep up with the pounding groove his band- 
mates supply in “This Shoulder,” his vocals match the 
intensity pound for pound. 

In fact, one of their favorite songs is “Invert,” Grenehed 
says. “It’s just very basic and has a good groove all the 
way through the song. We've always tried to get as much 
energy into each song; I’d say this is one of the songs that 
we accomplish that.” 7 


*.! 
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> ~ 3 aa i 


09-04-98 Kansas City, MO 09-29-98 Reno, NV 

09-05-98 Hazard, KY 09-30-98 | Mammoth Lakes, CA 
09-07-98  Pittsburgh,PA 10-01-98 Coos Bay, OR 
09-12-98  Pennyan, NY 10-04-98 Great Falls, MT 
09-16-98 — Rockhill, SC 10-09-98 Dickinson, ND 
09-23-98 Fort Dodge, IA 10-10-98 Kearney, NE 
09-25-98 Los Angeles, CA 10-25-98 Lancaster, PA 
09-26-98 Danville, CA 10-30-98 Philadelphia, NY 
09-27-98 Sacramento, CA 10-31-98 Allentown, PA 
09-28-98 Redding, CA 11-14-98 | New Orleans, LA 


Rustproof 


: é : — Magnus and I would tour [the album] for sure,” Loy explains. 
T h e M 1 S$ GC eS ] ] a NN = @) U S “After that it was our miscellaneous friends who would come 
with us [and play]. The name stuck. 
Maybe it’s not the coolest name for 
a band, but it was better than our 
other choice, The Happymakers.” 


was a critical success in Europe, 
complete with secular airplay, 
packed-out concerts, and a deal 
with a British record label. The suc- 
cess led to the pairing of the band 
with producer Armand John Petri, 
who'd worked with such bands as 
10,000 Maniacs, Goo Goo Dolls and 
Sixpence None The Richer. Petri 
impressed the band, now a septet 
with Eriksen and Jonasson signed on 
full time. 

The band met again in a little 
town outside Birmingham, England, 
to record under the experienced 
hand of Petri. “Armand is one of the 
greatest things that’s ever hap- 
pened to us,” Loy says. “Not only is 
| he a great producer, he’s also 
become a good friend over the past 
two years. It was a bit scary at 
=| first, because he stripped all the 
= music down and we had to rebuild it 
F again. BoH and I were a little 
— freaked out about half-way through 
= the recording, but by the end of our 


tef Loy, guitarist and was coming to an end, the 
lead singer for The three holed themselves up 
Miscellaneous, is check- in a studio near 
ing off the bands he finds Sjolander’s home, inviting 
influential. “Sonic Youth, vocalist Sooi Groeneveld 


John Cage, Steve Taylor, LSU van der Laan, an old 

& Mike Knott, definitely the friend of Loy’s from The 
DA and Terry Netherlands, to add the 
Taylor record- —_— female presence Loy felt the vocals 
ings, Loy lists. needed. That demo, recorded and mas- 
“Lately, I’ve tered on a tight budget, was picked up 
been listening by Swedish indie label Megaphone 

to alot of Soul Records and released as She Walks 
Coughing and Alone With Me February 1995. 
Portishead, and Starflyer 59, Zao, Blindside, Sixpence None The Richer ... oh, Miles After the release of She Walks Alone 


Davis, yes, he ends, emphatic as possible. With Me, the band found themselves 
As varied as Loy’s musical pleasures may seem, they resemble and inform The ‘touring with bass player Oyvind Eriksen 

Miscellaneous’ brand of impossible-to-categorize rock. A little soul, a ton of radio- and organ player Patrik 

friendly power pop, some hard-edged, blunt guitars—everything you would expect from five musi- Jonasson, session players 

cians stemming from four cities in three countries across two continents in one band. from the record. Hence 
The Miscellaneous started out with Loy, guitarist BoH (pronounced “bo-AICH”), and drummer the name “The 

Magnus Sjolander, who were touring worldwide with a Canadian recording artist. When feeling it Miscellaneous.” “The idea 


came that BoH and 
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month in England we were smiling a whole lot.” 

From those recording sessions sprang the songs that made 
up All Good Weeds Grow Up, the record that gave The 
Miscellaneous a reputation and the recognition that every indie 
band thirsts for. The Miscellaneous found themselves being 

wooed by several record labels, one 


“T remember our first gig,” BoH chuckles. “The first gig we did of them being Atlanta-based Gray 
as The Miscellaneous was at a club in Stockholm called K23. It Dot Records. “To make a long story 
was a chaotic weekend with a busted van engine—the engine short, Gray Dot saw us, liked us 
cooler leaked. On that weekend, we did the worst gig in the his- and worked toward signing us for 
tory of this band as well. Everything went wrong and people got _—- a long time, Loy says with a grin. 
us wrong, too. They thought [the song] Second Trip’ had sexual “It eventually worked out.” 
implications and were totally offended.” Signed to Gray Dot for the 

Van troubles and bad gigs aside, She Walks Alone With Me stateside release of All Good 


Weeds Grow Up, not to mention 
future recordings (the next to be recorded later this year, pos- 
sibly with Petri again), The Miscellaneous continues to tour 
nationally and internationally. “Overseas, we have a manage- 
ment agency that has booked some excellent gigs for the 
band,” Loy says. “Just this winter, we found ourselves in front 
of 8,000 people in Finland. It was a great show.” 

They haven’t had the same opportunities to play for 
American crowds—yet. “The booking agents here see us as a 
huge risk or something, being that 80 percent of the band 
lives in Europe,” Loy says. “But I see us as a smaller risk than 
any other new band out there without an American booking 
agent; we have proven consistently for years that we are hard 
workers, willing to carry our own amps and set our own sound 
when the sound guy doesn’t know what he’s doing. We have a 
stvong desire to do this and do it right.” 

But all the attention has not come without its share of 
changes. “Our organ player, Patrik, left when things started 
getting serious,” Loy explains. “He felt his schooling and girl- 
friend were important aspects of his life as well. He felt he 
needed to make a choice. Patrik is one of our best friends; we'll 
miss him on the road.” 

As Loy and I part ways, I venture one more question, one 
that has been bugging me this entire time: Is it just a little bit 
weird to be the lone American in a band? “Yeah,” Loy laughs. 
“T’m the sole representative of true Capitalism.” 7 
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The 
more 
things 
change, the more 
they stay the same. 
With The World Wide 
Message Tribe, that’s a good 
thing. 

For Heatseeker, the members of the Brit pop-dance 
group stretch their musical boundaries, from electronica-slam- 
ming industrial house beats and aggressive guitar licks to slick 
pop and mid-tempo hip hop. “We felt strongly we needed to do 
something a bit different with this album, says longtime collabo- 
rator and producer Zarc Porter. “As always, the music is aimed 
toward Manchester school kids. What they’re listening to now is 
different from what it was two years ago, when we did the last 
album. There has been a swing back to pure pop and guitar pop, 
with dance music being not quite as big in the mainstream as it 
was—although these things tend to go ‘round in circles.” 

At some rare U.S. appearances this fall, Tribe fans on this side 

, of the Atlantic will see the new 
"4 frontman is Cameron Dante, who 
488 was building a career as a pop star 
in Europe before he became a 
: Christian through the ministry of 
®@ the Tribe. Other new faces include 
Tim & Emma Owen, Deronda Lewis 


essa Fi 


and 
Claire 
Prosser, 
while former 
Tribe members 
Andy Hawthorne and 

“ Mark Pennells leave the 

. stage to take on new non-per- 

: formance-oriented responsibilities. 

One thing that has not changed for the group from 
Manchester, England: They spend 10 months a year teaching reli- 
gious education classes in Manchester public junior and senior 
high schools, which culminates in an evangelistic concert every 
Friday night. “We have freedom to go into the schools here, but 
we've not allowed to proselytize,” Dante explains. “We're not 
allowed to say, You must believe this or you will go to Hell. The 
way we have to do it is say, This is what I believe. I ‘m not forcing 
my views on you—it’s completely up to you. It’s definitely excit- 
ing meeting one on one with people, explaining the cross and see- 
ing them come to faith.” 

A new facet of their ministry led them to start the Eden 
Project, a concerted move into the district of Wythenshawe, the 
biggest government housing project in Manchester, with nearly 
80,000 people. “We found that 80 percent of Christians live in 
the nice areas, where 20 percent of the people live,” Dante says. 
“20 percent of the Christians live in the inner city, where 80 per- 
cent of the people live. There’s got to be something wrong there.” 

For the Eden Project, Christians have gathered from around 


ea 


Manchester and moved into 25 houses in this area. “We're called | image. Thank you, 

to be salt and light,” Dante says. “But if we're just in the nice Lord, for Jesus 

areas, and not living among the people, we're not fulfilling our who was one of us. 

duty as Christians.” Yet, He went through 
The refreshing thing about the Tribe is that, while so many it all blameless and sinless. 

think “music vs. ministry” is an either/or proposition, their art is Jesus went through some of the toughest times, but He knew 


www.message.org.uk 


purpose-driven and still effective. One example is the angry, dri- where His home was, He knew where His heart was—in Heaven, 
with the Father. 


ving industrial pop of “Hypocrite,” which disarms critics of 
Christianity by agreeing with them. With frontman Dante 
screaming “What a hypocrite I am” accompanied by a throb- 
bing beat, the Tribe honestly professes, I’m sold as a 
slave to sin/ What a hideous state, I keep giving 
in/ I do not understand what I do/ For what 
I hate to do I do. 

“The lyrics are taken directly from 
the bit in Romans 7 about struggling 
with sin,” Porter says. “Cam came 
in and shouted the hook line, 
What a hypocrite I am, which 
we built the rest of the track 
around. We wanted to make 
it sound aggressive, so we 
went for these heavy break 
beats with lots of guitar. 
There is even some real 
bass on this track, which 
we've never done before.” 

The honest profession of 
such songs as “Hypocrite’-— 
married to jammin’ music— 
opens doors for discussion. 
Once through those doors, the 
members of the Tribe can then 
express their freedom in Christ 
through such tracks as the retro-disco 
“Everything I Need,” about how God provides 
everything we could ever need in this life, and 
that His Word equips us to do every good work (2 
Timothy 3:16,17). 

“This is a ‘70s pastiche track,” Porter says. “Most of the sounds 
used on it are taken from the synths that were around at that 
time. Elaine sang the verses on this one, as well as some ad libs 
which we put through a vocoder effect, and Cam did the raps. 
We also had the whole band sing on the chorus together, includ- 
ing all the dancers, which was really nice to do.” 

As bright and fun as the music is, Dante takes the lyrics very 
personally. “When I first became a Christian, I realized I was 
right where I was meant to be,” Dante says. “It made me want 
to say, Thank you, Lord, for making me human, and in Your own 


“Same with the Apostle Paul,” he continues. 
“The reason he did all that 
amazing evangelism— 
racing to 
churches all 
around 


was because 
he knew he was 
: here for just a short 

. = amount of time. But every- 
thing he needed was in Heaven, and was freely 
available to him. That is what this song is about.” 

With their strict yet ambitious ministry schedule—and relent- 
less love for the high school kids in their hometown—some might 
be tempted to place the members of the group on a kind of spiri- 
tual pedestal, as well. In fact, fans often tell the members of the 
Tribe what great role models they are. “You've missed the point,” 
Dante explains to them. “If we're the role models, we'll always let 
you down. I am a hypocrite in so many ways. Don’t look at us, 
look at Jesus.” 7 
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Well, actually, you didn’t 
have to be there ... but you 


should’a been. 


7ball hit the road—and the festival 


civcuit—for the summer, with mags, 


7ball GAS Collection CDs, official 7ball 


beach balls and assorted other tom- 
foolery to meet the people, kiss some 
babies and just generally press the 
flesh in a shameless bid for world 


domination. And sell T-shirts. 


This is a list of where we went. Many 
of these fests have their own Web 
pages, so you can get updated on 
what went on, and even info about 
next year’s plans. 


Atlanta Fest 
[www.atlantafest.com] 
Stone Mtn., GA June 17-20 


Alive 98 
[http://place2b.org/cmp/alivel 
Akron, OH June 17-20 


Creation East 
[www.gospelcom.net/creation] 
Mt. Union, PA June 24-27 


Great Lakes 
[www.christianconcerts.com/greatlakes] 
Tonia, MI June 26-27 


Sonshine 98 
Wilmar, MN July 9-11 


SpiritSong 
[www.christianconcerts.com/spiritsong/ 
spiritsong.html] 

Cincinnati, OH July 10-11 
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Nov. 3 - Mammoth Events Center - Denver, (0 
Nov. 4 - Kiva Auditorium - Albuquerque, NM 
Nov. 5 - Brady Theater - Tulsa, OK 

Nov. 6 - Bronco Bowl - Dallas, TX 

Nov. 7 - Memorial Hall, Kansas City, MO 

Nov. 8 - Roy Wilkens Theater - St. Paul, MN 
Nov. 10 - ELCO Theater - Elkhart, IN 

Nov. 12 - Madison Theater - Peoria, IL 

Nov. 13 - Sonshine Church - Grand Rapids, Ml 
Nov. 14 - Masonic Temple - Detroit, MI 

Nov. 15 - North Central College - Naperville, IL 
Nov. 17 - Cobb County Civic Center - Atlanta, GA 
Nov. 19 - Electric Factory - Philadelphia, PA 
Nov. 20 - Hershey Arena - Hershey, PA 

Nov. 21 - Queensway Cathedral - Toronto, Ontario 


_ Noy. 22- Palace Theater - Columbus, OH For-more i et il: 


| Nov. 27 - Solent Armory - Sdlem/OR Gael sa or see 
| Nov. 28). Metfer ‘Atego - Seale, Wh ; 
Ty oF = * 


SS 
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KingsFest 
[www.christianconcerts.com/kingsfest] 
Doswell, VA July 17-18 

Creation West 
[www.gospelcom.net/creation] 

George, WA July 23-25 

Spirit West Coast 


[www.spiritwestcoast.org] 
Monterey, CA July 30-Aug. 1 


Estes Park 
Estes Park, CO Aug. 2-7 


WorldFest 
[www.christianconcerts.com/worldfest] 
St. Charles, IL Aug. 8 

DC Fest 

[www.dcfest.com] 


Washington, DC Aug. 15 


Purple Door 
Lancaster, PA Aug. 22 


Kingdom Bound 
[www.kingdombound.com] 
Williamsville, NY Aug. 26-29 


You can access these and other links 


through [www./ball.coml]. 


There are also many fine festivals we 


didn’t make it to this year (we're only 


human). Festivals are a great way to 
catch new music, make new friends, 


and, very often, dig into some good 


teaching that will help your Christian 


walk when you go back home. 


If you haven't tried the festival expe- ' 


rience for yourself, we urge you to 
consider it for next summer! Tickets 


will be on sale before you know it! 
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OUR NEW LINE OF bulletproof ACCORDIONS. 


WE ARE SHOWING ON THIS PAGE QUR MAGNIFICENT LINE OF 


sateronn With each one of these ace and We know that performers on these popular instruments 
Fal cordions we send, without ex- ACCORDIONS, will find them 4 Welcome addition to our already large ling : 


ty charge, splendid earry.| of accordions. ‘There ate no acoordions which ave go thoroughly and carefully made as those jt 


market, ‘They are made of 
heavy pasteboard, covered 
with a very durable covering 
Ot beautiful imitation of black 
ay moroceo leather, They are 
fitted with two straps, made 
of ie quality of leather, 
fitted with buekles and 8 


hate a carrying the cise] WE SEND A COMPLETE INSTRUCTION 
BOOK WITH EACH ACCORDION, 


Each one of these instruments i fitted with pearl keys, so designed, rounded and finished as tobe most agreecble to the fingers 
of the playet, This feature is found upon no other Line of accordions. The measurements given below do not include keyboards, 


instrument is fitted with the very best quality of steel bronze reeds, and it {8 & well known ‘gf 


splendid line, From the cheapest to the most expensive fustruments, each one will be found 
to be the very best that can possibly be made at the price asked, We will be giad (0 bave 
you compare these instruments with anything that your dealer has to offer in the sae line 


This accordion is & 


very neat an substan ‘lini wateior 
tial [ittle instrument, dion hadanel Enh 
Hy coat bluns of olin back and eden. | |ear — ephesus, 


six folds of fine quality 
leatherette, ‘The corners 
ure protected with the 


amel, highly polished, 
Ithasadoublebellowsot | 
eightfolds,eachfold pros | 


isl omanentll bet | i AA worldagainst world speci nell | 

nercorner protectors, . = ae F . - dni, | 

and the woodwork of the 8 ted with patent spring 
strum is besutifuly five-0 clasp, has two full sets | 
finished in Diack and blue of steel bronze reeds re — 
enamel. Ithas ten keys with two basses, ‘The rae 
and two powerful owIS. keys are al atted with exeler flud 

ey) mother of pearl buttons 

: and the valves are 


nickel plated, Each 
teed piate ig separate 
and securely fastened 
with metallic fasteners, 
; It 1s one of the actors 
dions which has given Mr. powerful bis great reputation and an 


wae ‘od pn teria cate oe instrument which will never disappoint the purobage, Tt ian dumpster a. 
Ts ia acorn fr vhich eal dealer il as you SCORER: with tnd coarin ih any ston <allad 
from $400 to $600, and i we sboud be favored with wa |e dee Pa tan double tepid abd mound pa 
et ak te a oo Dl gegas seivieienanery ¢ tnt AH (2K1204 PH. ar re = 
Compare hah TH 9 Ure, WE WED EAR YT Sep | under al ennditions, Welgh, packed. or ry 

coi Dak and refund your money, Wet, S FIC | snment, 94 pounds Cho 

packed for nth 6 pounds, = HO, 19K} 400 Priee,... a nee = / © and © 1998 bulletproof music. a division of eray dot, inc. 
No U2K1 108 Pre pe Anes EESSSALS 2222 Ae cobb sa Lethe es 90080 :A99//<swot enayaer coast istely— 


ing case, made to fit the dife| which are manulactured in the perfect factory, Every plece of woodwork i polished and (a 
ferent sid of accordions j inished to the list degree of perfection, Every foint is accurately fitted and solidly glued f zz 
shown on this page, These | There are no ragged edges or unfinished parts, and when you purchase one of these instru ~ 
ie “ fine fot meats you have the ante that you are uying the vry bes that canbe ad at say ae 
is peels. orice. The high grade and thorough fish on these accordions take them out of the ine of” ov Sim 
| novelties and place them among the standard musical instruments of the world, Each pitta. “sim 


fact that no accordions are tuned $0 accurately and harmoniotsly a8 the instruments of thi Wy 


and our liberal terms of slipment give you she fullest opportuulty to do this, Size, $2/x0 4x 105) inches, 


Tul i. 
strument i 8 
splendid concert 
fustrument, {vi 
ished {n black en: 
Bmel with silver 
omaments, vir) 
highly polishes 
It has triple be 
jowsof ninefols 
finished {n re 
With DrAs$ cor. 
pers, ‘The inssry: 
ments protect | 
by nickel plate, 
corners throuxt 
out and isa vers 
handsome & 0 
durable tnstry 
ment. The to 
can be taken of! 
by simply wa 
gerewing t W ¢ 
thumbscrens 
making {t very 
out of order 


Matt. 6:19-21 


1. ABAB WORLD MINISTRIES 9. LATIN AMERICA MISSION 


nternational Missions (IM) is 
a team-oriented agency 
made up of people who have 


and have completed one year of 
college or be 20 years of age. They 
should also be in agreement with 


2. BETHANY COLLEGE 10. OMF INTERNATIONAL 


SPOTLIGHT 


OF MISSIONS 
a passion for unreached IM’s statement of faith. Training is 
people. IM specializes in matching provided through the Summer 
11. PIONEERS l the unique gifts and skills of indi- Training and Outreach Program 
3. CALEB PROJECT viduals with a team for the overall (STOP) as well as on-field and pre- 
international goal of planting churches that are field orientation. Missionaries serv- 
culturally relevant among ing with IM trust the Lord to raise 
12. SIM nternati na unreached people. their financial and prayer support. 
4. CAMPUS CRUSADE Lesa Mm iSSI ns IM offers internships, short- IM ministers to unveached 
FOR CHRIST Incorporated term and career ministry opportu- Chinese, Buddhists, Hindus and 
nities in about 20 countries and Muslims. IM is looking for people 
13. TEAM fields. Needs are in various voca- whose passion for God is lived out 


tional areas including agriculture, 
business, communications, comput- 
ers, dentistry, discipleship, medi- 
cine, sports, teaching Bible, teach- 
ing English as a second language, 
teaching missionary kids, technical 
support, women’s ministries and 
youth work. 

Applicants should have at least 
30 credit hours of Bible education 


Vherever They 


committed to the Lordship of Christ, 
sent out by local church, committed to 
evangelical statement of faith and 
have relevant academic credentials. 
They want men and women who 
want to live out with them a life of 
witness among Arab Muslim peoples. 
Candidates should be sharing their 
faith where they are, active in the local 


daily and who have caught a vision 
for God’s global plan. The major 
thrust of IM is church planting 
among the least-reached peoples of 
the 10/40 Window, a task in which 
they have been involved for nearly 
70 years. IM is a cooperative of 
prayer-based, innovative, tentmak- 
ing, team-oriented and experience- 
rich ministries. 


5. ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


INSTITUTE/CHINA 
14. UFM INTERNATIONAL 


6. GREATER EUROPE MISSION 
15. WYCLIFFE BIBLE 


TRANSLATORS 


7. INTERNATIONAL 


MISSION, ING. 
16. WORLD TEAM 


8. INTERNATIONAL TEAMS 


== or more than 100 years, Arab 
World Ministries has brought 
___ the message of hope to the 
5 Arab Muslim World - the 
ense heart of Islam. AWM is international 
and interdenominational, with 370 
members. Today, more than 22 differ- 


ent nationalities represent our mis- 
sion family, serving in 21 different 


Send me more information about: (Jali Agencies 1 O2 030 
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ARAB WORLD 


(check all that apply) 


Name: = Occupation: act Wisdlons Future countries. Our SLUTS: is to proclaim church, ed of the power of MIN | STRIE S 
Experience: Int'l U.S. Missions Plans: Int'l U.S. the Gospel to Muslims of the Arab prayer, team-orientated and able to 
Date of Birth: Short-term (<1 yr) a) Short-term (<1 yr) J i) World, wherever they may be found, articulate a biblically based theology. SSS 
aaah Mid-term (1-4 yrs) J O Mid-term (1-4 yrs) J Oo and to help those who believe inte- AWM sends missionaries to 
Gender: OM OF Long-term (>4 yrs) 0 Long-term (>4 yrs) J a grate into local churches. Their vision North Africa, the Middle East, the 
City: is to see these churches become Gulf and Europe among Muslim peo- 
Education: Specialized Training Completed: Areas of geographical interest: mature and vibrant. ples of the Arab Muslim world. New 
State: Zip: sees ee acre 7 Perspectives course Ou.s. 0 canada AWM has career, summer and missionaries with AWM will spend 
OJ High School Graduate 7 one-year Bible training J Latin America 7 Asia short-term opportunities that incorpo- _ their first two years on the field in 
CJ College Degree (J Mexico 1 Europe 1 Africa rate church-planting, tentmaking, language training in either French or 
shes des El gradate Peeler Foreign languages spoken: 7 Middle East J) South Pacific friendship evangelism, literature distri- | Arabic, depending upon their target 
3 O spanish 1 French bution, children’s clubs, relief and country. Missionaries raise their own 
FAX: information requested Will De ee German (Russian Groups of outreach interest: development and media production. support. Amount varies by location 
Climmediately C1) Reference (chinese © Japanese 1 Buddhist OJ) Hindu Candidates must be 18 years or older, and family size. 
email: Ei Near tan Erunwe (J other Omustin OC Secular 


Mait To: Get IN, 2525-C LEBANON PIKE, Box 6, NASHVILLE, TN 37214 
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BANKSHOTS 


Soulfood 76 


icsson says they try not to 


are pases to, mee bands. 


BANKSHOTS 


Skillet 


Something's always cooking with 
Skillet. The band’s second album, _ 


| Hey You, I Love Your Soul, is just — 
_ brimming with compassion for the 


eternal fate of mankind (as clearly 


spelled out in the title). One notices 


right off now the members Of Skillet 
have fallen head over heals for all 


things electronic, energizing their 
-driving-rock ‘n’ roll with an industrial 
edge. “We're pleased with the evolu- 
_tion of Skillet,” says lead — 


singer John Cooper. “It’s 


| been easier than we 
_ thought it would be.” 


_— Undoubtedly, though, any 
udden musical switch is —— 


_ sure tO raise a few eye- ~ 
brows. While some might 


think the Members Of Skillet 
nothing more than musical — 
opportunists, those closest - 


| to the band would tell you 
that opportunism is the last 
"factor to ever-motivate this- 


bond. “They wouldnt say __ 


this,” remarks band man— 


ager Rick Miller, “but gui-__ 


_ tarist Ken Steorts has a 


master in music composi- 


| tion, and Coopey s roots go” 
- pack to classical piano and— 
| started with voice lessons _ 
_ When he was a kid. These 

~ guys are creative, he- 

' states flatly. “We could put 


out an albunt every ‘sixmonths.” 
_ Miller uses “we instead of “they 


because he has a special relationship — 
- with the group. He began his rela- 


tionship with them as their pastor, — 


back when Cooper-and Steorts were _ 
in two different bands. Latex he 
introduced them todrummer Trey 
_ McClurkin. His steady hand is also — 
~ there to guide them as they prepare 


to take these untested musical ide 
on the voad. 
The biggest difficull 


playing the songs liv 7 


fo help.on key= 


ht in Cooper's 


would fs ia: guitarist Steorts’ 


well-established musical domain. “It’s - 


edsiey For me to not to have to. cover 


so much ground live” he says. ES) love 


all of the new electronic stuff.” 

And drummer McClurkin isnt 
threatened by the album’s thick layers 
of drum loops, either. It’s been cool. 
It’s been a lot easier than I thought it 
would be. I think it s a really cool mix 
of real drums, and sequenced drums” 

Whatever the technological 
advancement, the members of Skillet 
still consider the eraft of songwriting 


more important. “Some of the Prodigy 
music is really boring to me,” " Cooper 
says. “They might have some cool 
ideas, but it never has any dynamics. 
It’s just a drumbeat and a few syn- — 
thesizers. That's boring.” : 
Cooper says the trick was to retain 


"the intensity of the first Skillet album, 
but spice things up with an electronica 


i, without neglecting melodies and 
al PUeks. “Jo me, it cs Sees 


is the big trigger word right now; the 
thing weve doing that is unique is 


were still a rock band with songs 
that have a verse, a chorus, and 


hopefully, some hooks.” 

While it's a challenge to recreate 
the sound onstage, it’s a challenge 
they enjoy. We ve a really energetic 
band live, Steorts says. 

Jeft Chandler, director of youth 
ministvies for The First Baptist 
Church. of Woodstock Gust outside 


_ Atlanta), has séen Skillet in action 


firsthand many times. It is one of 
the few acts hes brought back 
again and again. “I want to find _ 


_acts that will appeal to the kids who 


are used to seeing groups like 
Marilyn Manson.” 

_- Chandler is most impressed by the 
way the band arranges its perfor- 
manees. He notes that, while the 


- group uses the first part of their 


shows to reveal just how exciting 
Christianity can be, they then subtly 
lead the audience to a place where 
they are ready to worship God. 

“God moves powerfully during 
those times,” Cooper says. “With so 
many people worshiping God at the — 
same time, He's gonna move. If you 
want to feel God, you'll definitely feel 
God. If you don’t want to,” he con- 


tinues with a giggle, “you may any- 
how. S23 : ; : 


“=Dan Macintosh — 
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While Jesus was having darer at 


2 Matthew’ $ ese, ony tax Collectors 


their language and scattered them _ 


all over the earth. That's how the city = 
er Babel got its name. ES Genesis _ Z: 


a Bt py hi, bewome | There is 
rondo of ees toot to be 


ens and 


the ‘engee of 
_ Heaven as been given to you, but 
them.” oy Matthew 13: 10- 


: Even a fool is thought wise if he 
keeps silent, and discerning if he 
a holds his tongue. CNTY) Proverbs 


sed ries Ewhen He spoke 
to the people. | In fact, He did not tell 
them anything Bwithout using stories. 
_ Matthew 13:34 


He who Ras ears, let him hear. 
(NIV) Matthew 13:9 


Understanding Your Word brings 
light to the minds of ordinary people. 
(NLT) Psalms 119330 


Be careful how you live among 
your unbelieving neighbors. Even if 
aS accuse you OF doing wrong, they 

| see your honorable behavior, and 
hes will believe and give honor to 
God when He cames to judge the 
worid. (NLT) I Peter 2:12 


: | ae ied. does ue teacher eat 
Ee On : 


with tox collectors and painners 


the healthy who need a ‘doctor, but — 


My job was to plant the seed ine 
your hearts, and Apollos watered it, — 
but it was God, not we, who made it 
grow. (NLT) I Corinthians 3:6 


CONTAINS NO ie 


young people. ae ae the 

thing. Be faithful, loving, and ex 

get along with. Worship with people 
whose hearts are pure. (CEV)2 
Timothy 2:22 


You obeyed the truth, and your 


_ souls were pure. Now you sincerely 
the sick.” (NIV) Matthew 9:10-12. 

— on loving with all your heart. eo 
4 Peter 1:22 


love each other. But you must keep 


‘Dear friends, now we are chilean : 


_ 9? God, and what we will be has not 


Yet been made known. But we know 


that when He appears, we shall be — 
__ lke Him, for we shall see Him as He 
_ #8. Everyone who has this hope in 


_ Him purifies himself, just as He is 


" pure. (NIV) 1 John 3:2,3 


the Lord? Who may stand in His holy 


place? Only those whose hands and 


hearts are pure, who do not worship | _ 
idols and never tell lies. (NLT) -s = 
"the (ord by the way we act, and $o_ 


24:3,4 


We try to live in such a way that — 
no one will be hindered from finding 


- ; no one can find Fault with our rin 


Even children are known by the 
way they act, whether their conduct = 


i$ pure and right. oo Proverbs — 
20:11 


Z how fet we are true ministers Ee 


God. We patiently endure troubles 


every kind. We have been beaten, 


[ been put m jail, Faced angry noo 


He who loves a pure heartand 
whose speech is gracious will have 


the king for his friend. (NIV) 
Proverbs 22:11 


Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God. (NIV) Matthew 5:8 


ess nights, ‘and gone ‘without food. 


We have proved ourselves by our 
purity, Our understanding, our 
patience, our kindness, our sincere — 


' love, and the power of the Holy 


Spirit. We hove faithfully preached — 


| the truth. God's power has been 
working i in us. We have righteous- 


ness aS Our Weapon, both to attack 


Finally, my friends, keep your ES 


right, holy, friendly, and proper. 


Don't ever stop thinking about what S 
is truly worthwhile and worthy of | = 


praise. (CEV) Philippians 4:8 


Do not participate in the sins of 
others. Keep yourself pure. (NLT) 7 
Timothy 5:22b 


__ Gnd to defend ourselves. We serve 
__ GO0G Whether people honor us or 
minds on whatever is true, pure, 
__ OF praise us. We are honest, but they 
_ Gall us impostors. We are well 

_ known, but we are treated as 

__ unknown. We live close to death, but 


Gespise us, whether they slander us| 


here we are, still alive. We have been 


_ beaten within an inch of our lives. 
_ Our hearts ache, but always have 


joy. We are poor, but we give spiri- 
tual viches to others. We own 
nothing, and yet we have everything. 
(NLT) 2 Corinthians 6:3-10 
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The Echoing Green 
SaraBellum 


Joey Belville, the mastermind behind The 
Echoing Green, has been playing his form 
of self-described “aggressive smile-pop” 
since his 1992 debut, Defend Your Joy. 
He’s built a considerable fanbase since 
then. Now, with his self-titled fourth 
release, Belville is poised for breakthrough. 

His penchant for creating Euro-pop 
soundscapes covered with twitching hi- 
hats and catchy melodies is impressive, 
but the final product is even more so: The 
Echoing Green is a virtually guitar-less 
dance album that rocks harder than a lot 
of The Echoing Green’s modern rock con- 
temporaries. Helped out by Jerome 


Fontamillas of Fold Zandura and well- 
respected techno band Deepsky, Belville 
surrounds himself with thumping beats, 
various synthesizer squiggles, and enough 
pop hooks to catch a school of fish. 

“The Power Cosmic” fires the album off 
with a dense groove that envelopes 
Belville’s modest, yet appealing vocals. 
Majestic in its beauty, it sets the stage for 
an inspiring collection of 12 songs that 
never cease to remind us of Belville’s 
talent and passion to create fiery 
dance pop that uplifts and moves 
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feet at the same time. 

“Empath’ rolls along with a puls- 
ing beat and a collection of vari- 
ous beeps and other electronic 
noises that closely resembles 
something you would have 
heard on Joy Electric’s first 
album. The lyrics of such songs 
as “Hide” (with its decidedly 
New Wave-ish melody and 
arrangement) and “Redemption” 
are unabashedly Christian and 
worshipful. 

The drum & bass beat on 
“Redemption” makes the song a 
standout, while “Freak Out” is sure 
to bring to mind such classic break- 
dancing films as Krush 
Groove. 

The album’s high point, how- 
ever, is the impossibly brilliant 
“Tonight,” a gorgeous song pro- 
pelled by a simple synth riff 
and a beautiful backing vocal 
that complements Belville’s voice 
perfectly. Throw a great remix of 
“The Power Cosmic” and a pound- 
ing cover of New Wave icons Men 
Without Hats’ “Safety Dance,” 
and you have an album that will 

long be remembered after the 
trend known as “electronica” 
dies out. 
—Derek Walker 


PULLER 


Closer Than You Think 
Tooth & Nail 


“This is all the damage I care to take,” 
Puller frontman Mike Lewis asserts in the | 
opening track on Closer Than You Think, | 
“Wishing.” Sporting a world-weary and 
mysteriously earnest tone in his pleasant 
singing voice, Lewis (formerly of now- 
defunct mainstream rock act For Love 
Not Lisa) leads his Southern California- 
based outfit through 12 stirring tunes 
that make up a gem of a sophomore 
album. 

Puller is one of Tooth & Nail’s last 
honest-to-goodness rock bands, with no 
punk mile-a-minute cliches or hardcore 
screaming to be found. These four tal- 
ented musicians bend conventional gui- 
tar rock to fit their own mold of easily 
hummable indie rock, all the while walk- 
ing the thin line between punk-like 
urgency (“She”) and beautiful, lightly- 
strummed acoustic numbers (If I Had 
These Things”). Lewis and his bandmates 


s+ DEY 


a 
cascade intense riffs down on masterful | 
time changes and muscular, solid 
grooves, with impressive results. The 
intensity of the hook-heavy “Out Of My 
Head” (featuring a sledgehammer riff 
reminiscent of early Pearl Jam) con- 
trasts perfectly against the lilting, gor- 
geous harmonies of “Never The Less.” ; 
Closer Than You Think is a fresh amal- = 
gam of post-punk and modern rock, and ; 
a notch above Puller’s 1996 debut. 5 

—Derek Walker ¥ 
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CRAIG’S BROTHER 


_ Homecoming 


Tooth & Nail 7 


ERANDMOT HGH 


Craig’s Brother puts a new spin on 
punk rock. Instead of the snotty anger 
we've come to expect from the form, this 
band spills its feelings all over these 
tracks of rat-a-tat drumming and chug- 
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$ ging guitars. Call it “emo-punk,” if you 


like. 

The songs on Homecoming are about 
real people. In fact, many of the titles— 
such as “Gus” and “Dear Charlotte’-— 
have people’s names in them, suggesting 
this is no work of fiction. 


CRAIGS 
BROTHER 


- HOMECOMING 


In place of the rasp that usually pass- 
es for punk vocals, the members of 


_ Craig’s Brother sing. And harmonize. 


Sometimes it even sounds like a tradi- 
tional pop band trapped within a punk 
group (but don’t tell any of their hard- 
core friends that). 

Where many punk records just make 
you want to break something after lis- 
tening to them, Craig’s Brother might 
cause you to reflect upon deep thoughts. 
It leaves you with the warm fuzzies— 


—Dan MacIntosh 


SCATERD FEW 


Grandmother's Spaceship 
Jackson: Rubio 


With the recent advent of Christian 
punk rock in the past five years, it’s only 
F fitting the members of Scaterd Few find 
the time ripe for a comeback. Led by 
enigmatic frontman Allan Aguirre, SF 


PA 


saw their debut release Sin Disease 
change the world of what some call 
“Christian alternative rock.” They, along 


Ss nh enw tees mre oan 
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produced by gotee brothers 
available september [5th 
everywhere 


hear it now at 
www.essentialrecords 
\ ublimerecards 


<=> 


essential 


with such pioneering bands as Nobody 
Special and The Crucified, brought this 
strange style of music called “punk” to 
Christians in the mid-80s and early- 
“90s, and helped build a platform that 
bands such as Plankeye, Stavesacre, and 
Five Iron Frenzy all agree would not be 
the same without SF’s early albums. 
Grandmother's Spaceship, SF's third 
album (not counting the odds-and-ends 


catchy tune both showcases the unique 
| vocal range of lead singer/songwriter 
Bob Halligan, while explaining the impor- 


press of Johnny Rotten during 
“Species.” The album is a zestful blend of 
old school punk and spaced-out hard- 
core that sports a slight Gothic overtone 
{ reminiscent of Spyglass Blue, Aguirre’s 

other band. Grandmother's Spaceship is 

a strong comeback for Scaterd Few, and 
one that will hopefully get them the 
recognition they deserve. 
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—Derek Walker & 


collection released on Flying Tart in 
1994) is a thoroughly enjoyable, not to 
mention eclectic, aloum focused on the 


CEILI RAIN 


theme “We are not of this world,” a j 
theme every punk rocker should be able = Ceili Rain 
to relate to. — Punch 

2 


With such songs as the gritty aloum 
opener “Space Junk” and “Vanishing” 
(with decidedly creepy background 
vocals courtesy of Aguirre’s daughter, 
Cristina), Aguirre has a field day, experi- 
menting enough to make Grandmother's 
Spaceship more diverse than your typical 
punk album (“Suspension My Love” 
sports a smooth reggae groove, while 
“\Win The Fisher” is driven by a snaky 
bass line that would make Flea proud). 

Overall, Grandmother’s Spaceship is at 
its most effective when Aguirre is 
screaming, “Death, where is your sting” 
(on “Incorruptible”) or doing his credible 


It’s a party—a heavenly party, in 

* fact—and Ceili Rain wants everyone to 
* come. With a name stemming from the 
, Gaelic word for “party,” the Celtic pop- 
- yock band’s innovative instrumental mix 
* includes everything from bagpipe to 
* accordion to electric guitar, with an 
» Irish twist. 
© While the band’s sound is distinctly 
£ Trish, their message applies to people 
P with-all types of backgrounds. “That's All 
z the Lumber You Sent” presents a humor- 
"ous approach to St. Peter judging a 

man’s life at the gate of Heaven. This 


“Wow! Your ministry impacted not just our young people, but our church, our pastor 
“gur entiré community!"—Brad Shepard, Youth Pastor / OR 


“The music, the message and ministry of Three Crosses led my teen to Jesus!” 
—Carl Hallack, Youth Pastor / NJ 


"1 was blown away!”—Mike Myers, KFGQ radio / 1A 


Three Crosses © Skinny Flowers 


The new release featuring the songs “Maybe Tonight,” “Waitress Song” 
and “Get Down” Available Now! 
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tance of living a life pleasing to God 
rather than just “doing” things for Him. 
Another gem, “You Then Me Then You 
Then Me,” explains the importance of 
yielding to and serving other people in 
keeping with Jesus’ words, “The last shall 
be first and the first shall be last.” 

If you’re looking for some good Celtic 
music with rock ‘n roll overtones, or 
you're just looking for a reason to kick 
up your heels, this album might be the 
solution. 

—Ashley Hassebroek 


SPARKLER WOL. 1 


Various Artists 
Eclectica Music 


Worthwhile compilations are an 
endangered beast these days. The con- 
sumer is usually treated to three or four 
beneficial tracks by well-known bands 
and bombarded by filler when it comes 
to the rest of the album. Spas Vol. 1 


> is not one of those albums. 


It’s a great benefit album, the pro- 


ceeds of which will be donated to the 
; Judeo Christian Outreach Center, a 


: 


> homeless shelter in Virginia Beach. 
Music-wise, this album is dedicated to 
the best of Christian alternative, all the 


istores: Tuese 
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For a limited time only 


The. dc Talk Video C41 1éCOtame 
3 long form videos for only $159-98 


www-dctalk-com § 
www-forefrontrecords-com 
AOL Keyword: Forefront 


House of Wires you are obsolete 


House of Wires you are obsolete 


pyiule showcasing up-and-coming indie 
bands that are just as talented and 

memorable as the big names here. 

4 Independent bands such as Elysian 

# Skies, Prophecy, and Championship 
Birdwatchers (whose “Solid” is one of 


# the Sparklers high points) make a good } 


« first impression. Better-known bands 
such as Fold Zandura, Squad 5-0. and 


love letter for anybody with stars in 
their eyes. 


| From Dayton With Love is a moonlit 
! —Dan MacIntosh 


FAITH MASSIVE 


Drum & Bass For the Masses 
N-Soul 


§ Bloomsday also contribute strong tracks. f 


Highlights include a rare live perfor- 
mance of “She” by the now-disbanded 
Sometime Sunday; Tim Taber (ex-Prayer 
Chain) teaming up with Fold Zandura 

2 for “Into You’; a demo of an unreleased 
# song by Poor Old Lu that simply shines; 
* and independent artist Phillip’s Tutu 

“ with a catchy pop gem entitled 
?“Humble.” When all is said and done, 

© Sparkler is 18 tracks of new music that 


Faith Massive creates music that taps 
into the consciousness of the dance 
music scene. Sonically, comparisons can 


* showcases the best that Christian mod- y 


- ern rock has to offer. 
—Derek Walke 


MORELLA’S FOREST 


From Dayton With Love 
Tooth & Nail 
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“Will you join us for a ride to the 
§ Moon?” asks Morella’s Forest vocalist 
§ Sydney Rentz in “Bounty Hunter.” It’s a 
* logical query, since From Dayton With 
2 Love is filled with space-age garage 
é pop for the “now” generation. 

Rentz is a stunning hostess through 
£ out these 10 sci-fi lullabies. Her fluid 
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E be drawn to such seminal drum & bass 
artists as Goldie and Roni Size, but 
Drum & Bass For the Masses, this duo’s 
F 
z 
= 


N-Soul debut, is adventurous in it’s 
own right, reinforcing N-Soul’s more- 
than-competent skill for finding talent- 
+ ed dance/techno artists and giving 
them the recognition they deserve. 
' Early on, with the skittering beats of 
» the album opener, “The Beginning,” 
~ Faith Massive (comprised of respected 
4 DJs Joey Davis and DJ Seven) makes 
good on their goal to capture listeners 
® with their engaging and enticing tunes. 
This is the type of music that could 
easily be classified as “snoozic” 
—heats that slither and prance through 


® your brain, lightly seasoned with mini- 


= malist samples (“‘Dubconscious’ is 


© imbibed with a groove that would make 
» RZA, of Wu-Tang Clan fame, proud) 
® and dreamlike synths. Guaranteed to 


oice morphs into an innocent school 
f girl one moment, then a bored super- 
= model the next. 


The band keeps things lively, support- ~ 


"ing Rentz with relentless back beats, 
cheesy keyboard splotches, and zoned- 
2 out guitar noises. You'll want to stay 
© lost in space forever. 

* Except for the downshifted cover of 
Kim Wilde’s “Kids in America” (these 


? kiddies sound way overdue for a nap), 


either draw you into a meditative state 
- (great for Scripture reading) or have 
you bobbing your head ... or both. 

With Drum & Bass For The Masses, 
Faith Massive has recorded a promising 
debut, one that can easily compete with 
it’s mainstream contemporaries. The 
masses will be pleased. 

—Derek Walker 
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September 11-12, 1998 
Orlando, Florida 


Two days and nights of contemporary 
Christian Music—in your face, mind alterin’, 
life changin’, soul movin' moments that will 

ROCK YOUR UNIVERSE! 


Group Rate 


One Night Hotel Packages from $59* 


One day admission to Universal Studios Florida’ 
One night admission to Universal Studios’ 

Rock the Universe 

One night hotel accommodations 


MR. WBbell (02S) | 


ACTION! 


DANGER! 
SNACKS! GY 


FOR A WHILE, I © EVEN “DANGER Thal, *” 


CONSIDERED . ee BUT THAT WAS ALREADY 
“CAPTAIN “Tball.,, i TORN, Tal TRADEMARKED IN JAPAN 


*OUT THIS FALL 


Songs from the Penalty 
BoxX vol. 2 


Huntingtons 
High School Rock 


MxPx 


slowly going the way of the buffalo 


Craig's Brother 


Homecoming 


"Slick Shoes 
Burnout 


Outer Circle 


*SIGH® ANYWAY, WELCOME 


EXCLUSIVE | TOMY NEW SERIES, : Settled 
Slick Sheer 


BURN OUT 


B COLLECTOR'S “MR=Tballl! Action! Dancer! Svacks!!” 


Cijs 
Wirt EVERY 
TSSVEl! 
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EACH EPISODE, YOULL SOLVING MYSTERIES... 
SEE ME € MY FRIENDS IN SPELUNKING... COMPLE TE 


ALL SORTS OF ADVENTURES... | ANTIQUING... | SONZS! | f se r URES CRAICS = 
| | . BROTHER 


ORIGINAL 
ARTISTS! 
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OF COURSE, WE'LL 
HAVE ALL SoRTS OF 
SPECJAL GUESTS 
DROPPING BY... 


a, \ a 


(200) 352-7TBALL 
oR EMATL 
SUBSERTD TIONS@TBALL.COM 


Dae el } AN. : 
t PROVOR ON? | TERK In 


wepape 


/ OUR AWARD-WINNING PULS 
STAFF WIL1 GUARANTEE 
“2. 7ball! Acron!! Danger ele 
Snacks!” wilt FEATURE 
LAYERS OF STORYTELLING... 
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Mozart composeginir 
first symphony atage 6. 


Einstein wrote his first 
paper on theytheory of 
relativity When he was 16. 


Albert Einstein licensed by The Hebrew University. Represented by The Roger Richman Agency, Inc., Beverly Hills, CA * UPI/Corbis-Bettman 


Josh Mitchell of 
Silverdale, 
Washington, helped 
save an entire 
village in Africa 
when he was 15. 


www.30hourfamine.org 


~ 
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pike the Planet's 
Coolest Event! 


ore than 600,000 young people inthe U.S.will be part 
of it. Twenty of@ other countries will d : 
atheriag of global epee 
it’s Wotld Vision's 30 Hour Famine--the worldwide event 
You and Your group won't want to miss. 
*s fun. It’s free. And best of all, the30 Hour Famine lets 


you mrake your mark of a world that’s seriously hungry. 

So hungry that 33,000 kids die every single day from 
hunger and hungerrelated causes. Kids You and Your group 
can help save. 

How? When Your group Joes without food for 30 hours to 
faise mosey for hungry kids, you will save kids’ lives! 

That’s what makes the 30 Hour Famine a very 
cool event 
Just get your Youth leader to call 
1-800-7-FAMINE for a free video and 
information of how Your group ca do the 
30 Hour Famine. 


Donat miss out on the fun. You can make 


iim im a difference— 
can do it 
anytime 


SAVE TIME « CALL TOLL FREE! 


1-S00-7-FAMINE 


(1-800-732-6463) 
In pasar call 1-800-387-8080. 


ThesFamine looks like a cool event! 


ee send me information to give my youth leader. 


Sign up my group! Please send materials for 
L410 (415 £320 L) Famine participants. 


We will send you 10 unless you indicate otherwise.) 


Name 


aN /Mirs. Aviiss/Other_ 
The following isa: Uichurch/School/Organization address ‘JHome address 
(If pOssible, we'd prefer to have your organization's address.) 


Organization Name 


Address 

City State Zip 
Phone: day ( ) eve ( ) 

Fax ( ) E-mail S 


Mail <G- World Vision 30 Hour Famine « P.O. Box 70094 * Tacoma, WA 98481-0094 
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Hey: Mr. Well Baby! “Mr. 7ball-’ Sorry it took so long to get back to you 
I've been on the road with Common Children. Yeahs ya know that cool 
band that had a #1 single “So Dream’: Yeah: I'm also Executive Producing 
Between Thieves’ new record too. Uh-huh. yeah they're those evangelical kids. 
Oh sure | found another hit. ya- electronica artist Massivivid. And. uh- | also discovered 


WE'VE ALSO GOT A GREAT CAST! [ 
YOULL SEE A LOW OF THESE Guys—— 


F (gelled YOU TESTED | this Ska/ Swing thingy BUCK. Yeahs Wellsy- you're right this is a crazy lifes 
ouR SURVEYS POORLY WITH MOST but you gotta be true to the music babe! Oh one more thina... 
oF OVR DEMOS 


Are BACK... 


FRANKLY, you're Wust A, 
STICK FIGURE WITHA 


HIDEDUSLY LARGE HEAD 
AND MmicKey Mouse's Gloves 


CYBORG FROM THE FUTURE! 
ANDOLPH J. SNUGCLESWoRTH! 


Look! A TALKING RABBIT! 


Please Stand By 


(WEY! WHILE You’RE WATTING, 

suBseriBe To IBALL 
¢ ZET 6 MAZS + 6 EDS 
FoR ONLY $19.95!! 


plus $2.95 S&H 


CALL (300) 352-7BALL 
oR EMATL: SUBSERTP TIONS@TBALL.COM) 
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by Thom Granger 


When it comes to pop culture, Rick 
Altizer’s got it right when he sings, “The 
blue plate special/is yesterday's chicken/or 
the same thing with cole slaw/so what 
were you thinking?” 

When it comes to pop music, Rick’s 
album Blue Plate Special is gourmet dining 
on nothing more than a lunch counter 
budget. This cuisine is haute, haute, 
haute—due to the inspired pairing of 
Altizer’s savvy songwriting and impecca- 
ble musicianship with rock legend Adrian 
Belew’s loopy guitar solos 
and sonic solutions in a 
brilliant Final mix. 

Fact is, records like this 
dont come along very 
often—especially in the 
Christian music market, 
and especially on a debut 
album. We at 7ball had the 
same questions you're prob 
ably thinking: “Who is this 
guy, where did he come 
from, and how in the world 
did he get hooked up with 
Adrian Belew?” Inquiring 
minds want to know... so 
we asked ‘em ourselves. 


So. Number one. Who in the world are 
you, Rick Altizery, and where in the world 
did you come from? (We'll get to that 
Belew thing later.) 


Altizer: I was a staff writer for Warner 
Chappell in Los Angeles, being managed 
by Elliot Roberts, who was negotiating 
with Sony for a deal. It’s a long story, but 
suffice it to say those negotiations broke 
down after about three months. I split 
with my manager and it went from the 
possibility of this huge deal to nothing. I 
was a nobody before and I was a nobody 
after. We left California and moved to 
Nashville. 

It was something God really used in my 
life, and a really good “dying” process, to 
this identity I had of being a successful 
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musician. I had to come to a point where 
I had to be content with not having music 
in my life like it had been, and move to an 
identity that was based on who I am and 
who God is, not what I do. 

When I came to Nashville, I just wrote 
new songs to God. I didn’t play ‘em to 


Rick Altizer/Adrian Belew 


anybody except my wife. “River of Grace,” 
“How Many” and “When You Walked Up 
That Hill” came out of that period—I have 
two albums more of material like that. It 
was at that moment I really began to 
write the best songs of my life. 


No argument about the quality of these 
songs. But here’s where it gets scary: Rick 
not only writes, but the original version of 
Blue Plate Special has him playing every 
instrument, as well as engineering and 
mixing. What are you, a show-off? 


Altizer: The reason I did it all myself is 
because I’m cheap! I had gotten to a 
point with the songs that I didn’t know 
what else to do ... but there wasn’t any- 
body I respected enough to give that 
additional inpbut—until I found out Adrian 
was interested in being involved. 


Which brings us to number three: How 
did Adrian Belew get involved? 


Belew: My management brought it to my 
attention as an offer to be involved, as a 
lot of things do. But a lot of things get 
turned down, because few things really 
appeal to me. This one did, because I liked 
the music. I met Rick and liked him as 
well, and found out he lives very close by 
me. 

When I heard “In L.A.,” “Amy and Her 
Baggage,” “Make a Monkey’—tunes like 
that—I thought, This is right up my 
street. It started with the idea of me 
playing guitar on a couple of tracks, and 
we spent two days doing that. Fortunately, 
Rick is one of those guys who likes the 
interesting, wild stuff, and not the typical 
solos (which I’m not that good at, any- 
way). 

Then came the idea, Could we mix this 
here?, and sort of co-produce the mixing 
of it. I think Ken [Latchney, Adrian’s 
engineer] and Rick and I together really 
accomplished those things. I played gui- 
tar on seven of the songs and added a 
few other things here and there. 


I had some things I hadn‘t done 
for a while, some effects I pulled out of 
the closet, so it was fun for me too, 
because we weren't just doing the same 
old things. Overall, the [original] sounds 
were real good, so we had a lot to work 
with. 


It’s cool you responded so positively to 
Rick’s songs. Was there one in particular 
that grabbed your ear? 


Belew: My favorite is “In L.A.,” ‘cause I 
just really like the mood and the melody. 
But it was really fun to play on “Make a 
Monkey” and I really like “Jan the Best.” 
That’s a really sweet song. They’re all 
good, and some of the more Christian 
songs, like “River of Grace,” “Walk Beside 
You” and “When You Walked Up That Hill,” 
are great, too. 


Adrian, this is the second album by a 
contemporary Christian artist you’ve 
worked on. (The other was Jars of Clay— 
the first two singles, “Flood” and “Liquid’) 
What is your impression of the music by 
the Christian artists you’ve heard? 


Belew: I really haven’t heard much of 
anything, Christian or not, because I’ve 
always got my head in the work I’m 
doing. Every day when I wake up, my 
thought processes kick in with the song 
that’s currently in my brain, so I really 
don’t do much recreational listening. 

I've also found this out about myself: 
I’m a very good imitator, if I want to be. 
I can be easily influenced. I don’t listen 

to a lot of other pop artists’ music 


on purpose, but when I do listen, 
I tend to listen to areas that won’t 
affect me in that way. My favorite music 
to listen to is modern classical music. 

I don’t know much about the Christian 
music market, but my feeling on what 
I’ve seen so far is it’s pretty light and 
derivative, musically. Not much is unique. 
I don’t mean to step on any toes here, 


ALBUM 


- Recorded on ADATs with a Mackie 24X8 
console 

- Mixed at Adrian Belew’s studio on a 
Neotek console 

- Recorded with Sony C-37A Mic, SM57, 2 
SM8i1s 


but that’s the way I perceive it. Fact is, 
only about 10 percent of what gets writ- 
ten in any musical form is really original, 
and the other 90 percent is imitation. 

I like the idea of working in this field 
because I like the message. It’s a good, 
positive message, and I like that. The 
people I’ve been involved with so far are 
good, quality people, too—although I 
guess I pretty much always choose good 
people to work with. 


Are there any Christian artists that 
have captured your musical imagination 
enough to want to work with? 


Belew: I haven't heard that many 
things, but I think de Talk does 


interesting things. They've evolved 

a lot and I like that. I like someone who 
can show they've got more than just one 
card in their hand. 

I do think Phil Keaggy’s great. Before I 
ever started playing guitar, I used to 
hear his band Glass Harp in Cincinnati, 
where I grew up. He would do these little 
things with his volume control and the e- 


RICK PLAYED 


- Fender Stratocaster and Telecaster 
electric guitars 

- Guild, Martin and Takamine acoustic 
guitars 

- Yamaha bass 

- Roland JX8P and. JV880 keys 

- Ludwig drums 

- Zildjian cymbals 


bow stuff, and I always thought, Wow, 
what a unique guitar player. 


Could you offer any critique to 
Christian artists, based on the little bit 
you have heard? 


Belew: It would be nice to see some of 
those folks stretch out a bit musically, in 
whatever directions they prefer, and try 
to broaden the ears of their listeners. I 
have no criticism, though. I think people 
should do what they like. The music you 
hear in your mind and your heart, that’s 
the music you're supposed to make. If it 
has little or no appeal, it really makes no 
difference. If it has a lot of appeal, good 
for you. 


Altizer: I do have a theory why 
Christian music is so safe. I think 
Christians are a little afraid of the world. 
When there's something new and fresh 
they haven’t heard before, they don’t 
understand it and they don’t want to 
have anything to do with it—until about 
three or four years later when it assimi- 
lates into the society and isn’t new and 
fresh anymore. Then they feel, OK, it’s 
safe. I guess my kids arent going to go 
out and hang themselves if they listen to 
this kind of music, so we'll accept this 
now. That’s why Christian music is 
always about three or four years behind 
the trends. 


Belew: I guess I can safely assume 
that 40 years from now, I'll be in an old 
folks home and someone will say, I just 
heard your first aloum and I really like it. 
[Laughs] 


GEAR USED 

- Sans amp 

- Gibson GA-20 amp 
- Roland SRV2000 

- DBX 160XT 


ON STAGE 


- VG-8 Guitar processor through a power 
amp and speaker cabinet 
- Fender Stratocaster guitar 
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Lately, I have been trying to learn two completely different languages. The first one is French (matters of national security). The 
other is cartooning (you can see my rudimentary progress elsewhere in this issue). Some may be confused that I refer to Cartooning 
as a “language” at all, much less as a specific language. To some, a comic is 
just words with pictures—to others, just pictures with words. 
But just as with French I am struggling (oui, struggling) 
to learn how to communicate information within 
certain parameters, I am also trying to explore 
the special properties of comics, right down 
to how the shape and sizes of your panels 
——— affect your illusion of time and motion. 
y = Which brings us to “idioms.” 
= — In any language, an idiom is a word or 
expression whose meaning cannot be 
readily understood by either its gram- 
mar or the words used. “Head over 
heels.” “Down and out.” It’s one reason 
when they translate something—a song, 
a movie, whatever—they rarely translate 
word for word. They have to account for the 
psychological differences of the languages, the cul- 
ture the language exists in, that sort of stuff. 
When we represent Christ through media and art to the world 
around us, we must be mindful of the idioms of the culture around us. Even if the art is philosophically bril- 
liant, the use of the medium technically perfect, it makes no difference if the audience has no idea what you're talking about. While 
the maxim “If you want to send a message, send a telegram’ is still pretty solid advice to artists—even Christian artists—if your art 
has meat to it, you want people to get it. 

As the late Francis Schaeffer often pointed out, we live in a culture where words that we Christians take for granted—even the 
very name of our Lord Jesus—mean something completely different in the world at large. Millions of people in the world today have 
grown up in an environment where “Christianspeak” is an impenetrable wall of indecipherable code words. While the phrase “born 
again” has become the fodder of bumperstickers for exclusive members of this club we call The Church, those who truly need to 
understand what we mean by that are left out in the cold. 

We paste it on billboards on the interstate and we sew it into banners to wave at rallies and we silk-screen it onto T-shirts to 
wear at televised football games, but we often forget that nobody knows what it means. Non-Christians today are as puzzled as 


What Are You, An Idiom? 


Nicodemus was all those years ago, when he asked Jesus, “What do you mean? How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb 
and be born again?” (ohn 3:4) 

When Jesus said, “You must be born again” to one man in one place at one time—and was there to discuss it with Nicodemus— 
it changed the world. But when Jesus spoke to the crowds, He spoke to them in parables, drawing from examples they would under- 
stand. Not everyone got it, but not everyone was supposed to. “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Matt. 13:9). 

We as the consumers of Christian art should encourage our artists to stretch themselves, lyrically and musically. We should also 
be more tolerant when they do. But the responsibility does not end there. As ambassadors of the King who live in the world but not of 
it, we should be as mindful that no bumpersticker, no three-minute pop song, no cheesy-sloganed t-shirt ever saved anyone. Only 
Jesus saves. 

The trick is to share it simply. Truly. And with fewer code words. Adieu and bonne chance. 
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